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http://edyourself.org/collegeemailsep2013 

Earlier in the year I wrote to FE colleges on behalf of the All Party Group for Home education to ask 
about the take-up of 14-16 provision. I am now sending out an updated summary of the latest position. 

Government Guidance Published on 14-16s College, England

In response to calls from the Home Education APPG DfE finally published the 
necessary guidance on funding for home educated 14-16s in June 2013. 
See http://edyourself.org/articles/WolfReport.php#14-16collegelatest

The rules: from September 2013 home educated young people under 16 in 
England are able to attend college part-time or full-time and the Government 
will pay for the course. There are 4 funding bands. It is up to the colleges 
whether or not to admit under-16s. These students can do any course agreed 

by the college, not just a designated 14-16 course. The rules are different for home educated young 
people because the parent retains responsibility and so the college does not have to make special 
arrangements for pastoral care or offer a full curriculum. Students can do funded courses at more than 
one college (restrictions apply see below)

The relevant link from the Department for Education is here 
(http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/d/dfe%20dept%20advice%2014%2016%20enrolment
%20final.pdf Annex C page 28: Electively home educated 14-15 year olds, Departmental Advice 14-16 
Enrolment June 2013) which you can find on my website.

Outside the published rules, DfE has confirmed with me that "if a home-educated student wants to take 
courses at more than one college, then the college where the majority of learning is taking place has to 
take the responsibility to be the "home" institution and claim all the funding for the student, then pass 
across the relevant part to the other college(s) involved. There would have to be some agreement 
between the colleges ahead of the funding claim, for this to be able to happen."

In addition DfE told me that "for home-educated students, there are no age restrictions for funding 
purposes, it is for the college to decide whether they wished to take younger students onto their 
courses. If they agree to take a younger home-educated student onto their courses, then we will fund in 
the usual way."

Finally DfE told me that where a home educated 14/15 year old needs additional support, the college 
enters this information on the ILR in November and it will count towards the amount which the college 
receives in lagged funding next year. Where the student has low to moderate additional support needs 
the unique determining factor for funding eligibility will be the individual student's postcode. Where a 
home educated 14/145 year old has high additional support needs, the college will ask the LA for a 
top-up in the current academic year, record this on the ILR, and receive an additional £6k the following 
year.

If you have any queries, do get in touch. 

Positive feedback about home educated 14-16s from Halesowen College (free GCSE courses for home 
educated 14-16s English, Computer Science, Maths, Biology); Milton Keynes College; Telford College 
Arts and Technology; Nottingham Colleges; Newcastle College; FE colleges in Devon; Sheffield College 
and Sheffield College Online; West Lancashire College; Wirral Metropolitan College; East Thanet 
College; Lewisham College and Carshalton College taking home educated 14-16s.
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