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Although I do not live in the county, I attended meetings with a small group of home educating parents in Essex who 
began a dialogue with Julie Weddell in late 2013 and early 2014 to discuss changes to the council's procedures and 
paperwork related to elective home education. 

After the present consultation was announced, I requested a copy of the relevant Equalities Impact Assessment. I note 
from the EIA that the Home Education Advisor visits are seen by the LA as supportive, although the EIA also refers to 
a "monitoring role." During our group meetings, the parents present repeatedly stated that they experienced the annual 
contact as an inspection. 

Last year, I was told that the LA hadn't engaged with local schools to explain what was involved in taking external 
candidates. There had been no group meeting offered to talk about access to exams, the PRU wasn't being used for 
private candidates; the LA wasn't helping with Access Arrangements for exams where candidates have special needs; 
and the LA wasn't raising awareness with colleges of the new funding arrangements for home educated 14-16s. 

However, looking at the age breakdown in the EIA, over 40% of the young people who are home educated are in Y9-11, 
so in reality this should already have been done. 

I am concerned about the fact that "schools will be asked to provide additional information to inform the LA of any 
potential concerns to a child’s intended education arrangements...relating to the reason for elective home education; any 
concerns for the commitment of parents to provide education at home; and any concerns relating to the child’s welfare."

There could be a scenario where some families never get a proper chance to home educate since the school will refer 
them immediately to the welfare service to undertake the Children Missing Education investigations. The EIA seems to 
be suggesting that any intermediate stage is ineffectual anyway as "when an LA EWO issues a formal letter warning of 
enforcement action there is an increase in the response rate from parents." 

I can also see from the EIA that 70 children have SEN, although I am not clear whether this is children and young people 
with a statement or where the child or YP has previously been on School Action or School Action Plus. 

I am surprised and disappointed that the EIA says the proposed changes will not affect children with SEN and disabilities, 
since this group could be disproportionately affected by schools expressing "concerns" about the family, and this group of 
parents must be consulted further. 

In addition, the EIA also states that there were 116 referrals made to Education Welfare"due to non-engagement from 
parents" plus 31 referrals "due to lack of education in place through a plan or visit." Will the Education Welfare Service 
now be requesting "a plan" from parents under the proposed new arrangements? 

I am afraid I am somewhat sceptical of the offer of "voluntary workshops" offer. It isn't stated who would run  the 
 workshops or how the organisers would liaise with home educators, although I note that the EIA says "a further 
communication will be initiated to ascertain areas of need to inform the content for the workshops". 

Nor is there any information as to how the website will be improved. While I applaud the announcement that the website 
will be enhanced I don't see why these improvements could not have been made in the past. 

In short, while I welcome some of the proposed changes, it seems to be a case of throwing the baby out with the 
bathwater, and I do have concerns about the enhanced role of the Education Welfare Service. However, I very much 
hope that my concerns turn out to be misplaced. 
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