
Newcastle College 14-16s from September 2013 

http://edyourself.org/newcastle14-16.pdf via 
http://edyourself.org/articles/WolfReport.php 

Newcastle College is one of only 7 colleges nationally to start offering specific 
courses for 14-16s  from September 2013 

Students can choose from a full-time, fully-funded programme for 14-16 year old 
students (equivalent school years 10/11) enrolling directly with the college on either 
2-year or 1-year intensive programmes, depending at which stage they join. 

There is a compulsory core of GCSEs with further electives chosen from GCSEs 
and/or vocational courses. It will be possible for all students to achieve the full 
EBacc. 

Although colleges have traditionally focused on vocational learning, Newcastle 
college has  deliberately included a  range of academic subjects alongside in order to 
appeal to a wider range of students. 

Home educated students are free to apply for the full-time programme, 

Home educated students can also join the full-time programme's courses on a 
part-time, fully funded basis, selecting courses/qualifications that suit their needs.

Home educated students are also able to be considered for entry onto other college 
courses at an appropriate level. There are general entrance requirements quoted, 
which often refer GCSEs etc, but the college will consider alternative methods, such 
as porfolios of work/interview/aptitude tests, on an individual basis. 

The college does face some restrictions in terms of the make up of classes (e.g. it 
would generally not be possible to enrol in classes with adults -19+ years due to 
safeguarding regulations) and a student's maturity relative to other learners would 
need to be considered.

A further option, which is still very much at gestation stage, might be for a home 
educated students to get together and approach the college as a group to run a 
'bespoke' course towards a qualifiucation.  There would have to be sufficient numbers 
to make it viable. Exams could then be sat at the college in the normal way.

For anyone preferring to study independently, Newcastle college is also looking at 
making it possible for external/private students (sit examinations at the college. The 
college hopes to undertake some, controlled assessments so as to widen the range of 
possible GCSEs. There will be a fee involved for those not already studying with the 
college. 

The website/promotional literature may not be fully up-to-date (e.g. exact subject 
offering) as final planning is ongoing. The best approach if you are interested is to 
talk to the college, asking for the nominated 14-16/Home Educated contact who will 
be up-to-date on all the new developments/funding (the name should be available via 
the website very
soon).
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