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The All Party Group for Home Education decided to look in more depth at flexible access to provision 
for 14-16s because many families were initially encouraged by the Minister's announcement at the 
Education Committee last Autumn that "from September 2013 further education colleges will be able to 
admit 14 to 15 year olds on their own sayso rather than via local authorities." The Minister added "that 
will make life easier, I think, for home educators..."

However, just before February half term a local authority officer wrote to us to say "I have now met with 
the colleges in my area and discovered that there are a number of caveats to this funding â€“ so much 
so that the LA cannot offer this 14 to 16 provision at any college at this time due to the restrictions 
imposed on colleges accessing this funding." As a result of this and other feedback, we contacted FE 
colleges and asked whether they would be admitting 14-16s directly in September. Here are some of 
the answers, which were also sent to speakers and guests prior to the APPG event.

•When we take 14 year-olds now, we do it for local schools who keep the children on 
their roll and send them to us for, say, a day each week

•We are not planning to recruit full-time 14-16 learners until September 2014

•As a Vocational College, we have offered for some years formal qualifications to 14-16s 
sent from schools for around one day a week. Last year we set up a Studio School in 
partnership with a local school to cater for vocational training in this age group

•This is something that we are going to explore further. We have approx 70 full time year 
11's with us who cannot find school places. Currently for a young person to be referred 
the referral needs to come through either an LA, School or parent who will pay/ be 
responsible for the young person

•I have spoken to the head of this department who will be dealing with 14-16 year olds, 
and he has assured me that we will be doing this starting in September 2013

•We are unlikely to have the resources to be able to offer this from September 2013

•The College is not planning to enrol any 14-16 year olds in September 2013 but will 
look at this in the future

•The College will not be taking on 14-16 year olds this September. We work very closely 
on collaborative courses. We have no plans to change what we already offer and 
certainly no plans to compete with our local schools

•The college is currently considering enrolling at 14 but as yet no firm decision has 
been made about whether to enrol direct at 14, and if so, when it might start

•At present the college works collaboratively with a number of local schools to provide 
education for 14-16 year olds. We are currently assessing the benefits of enrolling direct 
over our existing successful partnership model

•We concluded a few weeks ago that there was insufficient time to properly market our 
offer, or provide the appropriate level of information to local parents. The 
announcement itself was low-key and therefore not many people are aware of that 
potential choice at 14. We will therefore begin direct recruitment from September 2014 
and begin the information and marketing campaigns this September

•The college will not be enrolling full time 14 to 16 year old students in September 2013. 
We have for a number of years successfully worked with local schools to offer pupils 
the opportunity of studying vocational qualifications and have students who spend two 
half days a week with us studying for BTecs. This pre -16 programme has enabled us to 
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develop good relationships with schools and it is our intention to continue these 
courses in 2012/13 in preference to the full time enrolment of 14-16 year olds

Comment: What Happens Now Alternative Provision Funding Has Ceased

There are a number of different categories of 14-16s at college and different ways in which the funding 
is agreed.

#1 The student is a registered pupil at school but attends one (or more) days a week at college. The 
fees are paid by the school, which also retains overall responsibility.
#2The student is working above the level which could be provided in a school.
#3 The student is enrolled on a college course which is specifically designed for 14-16s which in most 
cases will be the same as the ones where school children go one day a week but could be a full time 
course (very probably vocational, maybe set up for children with "problems") The fees for this always 
used to be paid by the local authority via Alternative Provision Funding, but AP funding has now 
ceased.
#4 The student wants to do a college course where everyone else on the course happens to be over-16 
and may in some cases be much older, for example a GCSE re-take course, or a 16+ vocational course 
(if the applicant can fulfil the eligibility criteria and is accepted by the college) In the last few years the 
fees for this did start to be paid by the local authority via Alternative Provision Funding but AP 
funding doesn't exist any more.
#5 The student wants to go to college for a specially designed new 14-16 programme which has a more 
academic slant to it than the traditional 14-16 FE provision. This is set to replaceAlternative Provision 
Funding and fits in with an overhaul of funding for all settings from nursery through to higher education.

Effectively what the Education Funding Agency (ie the Department for Education) said to colleges on 
April 19th is: "Where you aren't yet implementing #5 we now realise we need to make it clear that you 
can still get paid for #2 #3 and #4 (bearing in mind that you'll still get the course fees paid for #1 via 
schools anyway)"

There has been an urgent need to spell this out in time for college starting in September 2013 because 
home educators who asked about college places for under-16s (primarily under #4 but also under #3) 
were being told that the college wasn't signing up for the new scheme and therefore the college 
wouldn't be taking ANY under-16s unless they were on the roll of a school. (In other words, the college 
had ruled itself out of direct funding.)

Although the issue was initially flagged up by home educators in #4, the greatest number affected will 
be young people not otherwise on a school roll in category #3. The main difference between 2012-13 
and 2013-14 for home educators is that the young person will no longer need a referral from the local 
authority since the LA will not be paying the course fees.


	Background to 14-16s College Access APPG March 2013
	Comment: What Happens Now Alternative Provision Funding Has Ceased

