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Summary 

In January 2012 just under a thousand children throughout Wales were recorded as being home educated, 
which is a 10% increase on the previous year. There were more 15 year olds recorded as being electively 
home educated than any other age group.[1]

In September 2012 the Welsh Assembly Government announced proposals for substantial changes to local 
authority procedures for dealing with home educated children.[2] Some of the proposed changes would 
require the Welsh Assembly to bring in new laws, whilst other changes could be introduced using existing 
powers in law, without the need to go through the full legislative process. 

Passing a new law involves a number of separate stages: public consultation seeking a range of feedback 
via written responses and face to face discussions; Government response to the consultation; publication of 
a draft Bill with the opportunity for further consultation; before finally the proposed legislation starts to make 
its way through parliament and is subject to scrutiny by Assembly Members.[3]

1. The parent will have to apply to the council for permission to home educate

2. The application process will involve interviews with the parent and the child

3. The parent will have to satisfy the council that education is "suitable"

4. "Suitable education" is to be redefined in law

5. Access to the home/interviewing children/requiring children to show work are all 
controversial

6. All-encompassing "welfare issues" will give discretion to council staff with power to grant or 
refuse permission to home educate

7. New definition of "suitable education" preparing for "responsibilities of adulthood" 
interpreted as mandatory sex education, will give discretion to council staff with power to 
grant or refuse permission to home educate

8. Autonomous education may fail the new criteria for annual monitoring of suitable education 
where "no one aspect of learning is emphasised to the exclusion of others", giving 
discretion to council staff with power to grant or refuse permission to home educate

9. The special needs system in Wales is undergoing change which could significantly affect 
home education. SEN is to be re-categorised as "Additional Needs" and will include school 
phobics and school refusers. This could be interpreted by some authorities to include 
children who are taken out of school for home education. [4]

10.Appeals process is yet to be defined but proposals will undoubtedly give rise to legal 
challenges

Extract from 8 page Briefing Paper. Full version available online here 

http://edyourself.org/walesbriefingpaper.pdf     
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[2] http://edyourself.org/articles/wrexhamworkshop.php#whatgovpropose Summary Welsh Government proposals to change law on 
home education

[3] http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber-fourth-assembly-rop.htm?
act=dis&amp;id=236641&amp;ds=7/2012#rop20120717qv-legprogram  Legislative Programme 2012 onwards

[4] http://edyourself.org/articles/EnglandandWales.php#newSENWales Special Needs consultation in Wales, Autumn 2012
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